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T is perhaps with a dazed feeling that 
I the student, especially the new-comer, 
looks at the array of books in the Li- 
brary and wonders where or how he will find 
anything. One easy solution of the prob- 
lem is either to ask the person at the desk 
for what one wants or to seek out Professor 
Root, who is best posted on the contents of 
the Library. There are, however, means 
provided whereby the student may find for 
himself that which he desires. 

On either side of the fire-place is a card 
catalogue in which author, title, and subject 
cards are arranged in A B Cc order—in one al- 
phabet. Here it may be well to remark that 
subject and title are not synonymous. Title 
cards are only for works of fiction, poems, 
anonymous works, and a few other cases. 
Subject headings are always in black ink, 
and author and title headings inred. There 
is no danger then of confounding the two. 
Suppose, for instance, one wishes a work of 
George Eliot’s, Daniel Deronda. If he looks 
for Daniel Deronda he will find a card headed 
with that title in red and with a reference to 
George Eliot. Of the Eliot cards there will 
be several; first those in red arranged alpha- 
betically by the titles of her works, and sec- 
ond those in black, giving works about her 
arranged alphabetically by authors. The 
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card for her novel, Daniel Deronda, being 
found, the class and book numbers must be 
noted, as these are the key to the position 
of the books on the shelves. These numbers 
are found on the left side of the card, and 
are 823.8 and El4D. The first number is 
the class number and determines the general 
position of the books in the rooms. The 
second is the book number and determines 
the position of the book under its class; this 
allows an alphabetical arrangement of books 
under the various classes and brings together 
the works of one author. The book number 
alone will be no guide, for the same number 
may occur under any of the many classes. 

The general subdivisions of the Library 
and their position are given in the following 
table: 
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CLASS, CONTENTS, 


POSITION, 


ooo =|Library Economy and 
bibliography. 


East stack room—south 
wall. 


r Philosophy, logic, psy- East stack room—up 
chology, etc. stairs—south wall. 


200 |Theology, missions,ete, East stack room—up 
| 


stairs. 

300 Sociology, education, |Main room—east side 

etc. —middle 3 stacks 
P Main room—south of 

Pp q 

400 hilology. 300. 

yoo |Scicace East stack room—last 
i . 2 stacks. 


600 |Engineering, medicine,|/East stack room—cen- 
etc. fer. 


é East stack room—west 
00 
7 Fine arts, end of Ist 2 stacks. 


East stack room—tst 
stack, north and west 
800 Literature. walls, doorway. Main 
room—stack east of 
desk. = 


g00-920.3, main room 
History, biography, |—2 stacks east of desk. 
travel, etc. 920 8-999, main room 
—west wall. 


For convenience of reference the encyclo- 
pedias, dictionaries, lexicons, and atlases 
are kept on either side of the fire-place. The 
books reserved by the professors in their va- 
rious lines of work are on the left as one 
comes into the main room. 

Current magazines and college papers are 
kept in boxes in front of the desk. Bound 
periodicals indexed in Poole are , arranged 
alphabetically beginning with the two stacks 
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by Professor Root’s desk and running around 
the east side of the room. The key to these 
volumes is Poole’s index, one of the great 
conveniences of the Library, and placed di- 
rectly in front of the desk. By means of it 
one can find later information on many sub- 
jects than from the catalogue. Suppose one 
wished to study up the subject of the Bible 
in the Public Schools. Under that heading 
in the card catalogue he would find all books 
we had on the subject. They might be few 
or many, according as there had been money 
to buy such books, or such books had been 
written. Poole’s index would then furnish 
all magazine articles, and they would proba- 
bly outnumber the books. 

Besides the books and magazines the Li- 
brary has a large and ever increasing number 
of pamphlets, which are indicated in the 
catalogue by a P placed before the class 
number. They are kept in the attic; and 
anyone wishing to use them must inquire at 
the desk, as also for the Public Documents. 
These latter are designated in the catalogue 
by the numbers Cong. 52.1, SE, or Cong. 
53-2, HM, which is being interpreted 52d 
Congress rst Session, Senate Executive, or 
53d Congress 2d Session, House Miscella- 
neous. 

The above paragraphs give the general ar- 
rangement of the Library. Now with the 
catalogue as the starting point one may find 
his way about, provided he keeps his eyes 
open for the guide posts. First and foremost 
among these is the information in regard to 
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nning around the position of the classes which is tacked up 


key to these on the west side of the mirror. Next, each 
of the great stack is labelled ‘‘This stack contains 875. 1— 
d placed di- 889.05,” or ‘‘This stack contains 920-920.3.” 
means of it . Then at the beginning of each class or sub- 
m many sub- division of a class is placed such a sign as 
Suppose one this, ‘‘480 Italian Philology.” An alphabeti- 
of the Bible cal list of the current periodicals taken is 
that heading tacked up on one of the cases containing 
nd all books them, and a number attached corresponding 
night be few to the number of the box in which the mag- 
been money azine is to be found. In the use of Poole’s 
oks had been index it is important to notice the lists of 
then furnish periodicals tacked up over the table. One 
could proba- column gives the full name, another the ab- 
‘ breviations used in Poole, and the other two 
ines the Li- indicate whether a periodical is in the College 
sing number or U. L. A. Library, and whether the set is 
ated in the complete. Reference to these lists might 
fherclax often save one the trouble of looking for a 
Ps U. L. A. periodical in the College Library 
ae a or for a volume that we did not have. 
aaa Since the books are not intended simply 
Pocunel. for use in the Library, it may not be out of 
ai oo place to make a few suggestions with regard 
;, OF ; 


to drawing books. They must all be regis- 
tered at the desk, whether book or pamphlet; 
any other method of taking them is dishon- 
4 orable. They may be kept two weeks from 
the time the slip in the back of the book is 
dated; and after that a fine of three cents a 
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w with the day ischarged. They may, however, be re- 
ne may find newed at the end of the two weeks, provided 
ys his eyes no one has in the meantime asked to have 
id see the book reserved. The slips alone will not 
n regar 
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serve in renewing a book; the book itself 
must be presented. The periodicals, refer- 
ence books, and reserved books can only be 
drawn at 3 p. m. and must be returned by 
8:45 a. m., otherwise a fine of twenty-five 
cents is incurred. No student is allowed to 
have out of the Library at any one time 
more than three books, except by special 
permission; nor can he draw books so long 
as a fine remains unpaid. It may sometimes 
occur that violations of these rules pass un- 
noticed; but that is because the people at the 
desk are not omniscient It is somewhat of 
atask to keep in mind all the names and 
faces, and attach to them the fines unpaid, 
and the number of books out. In this re- 
spect the students might exercise a little care 
by remembering how many books they have 
out and paying their fines at once instead of 
letting them run. 

It is sincerely hoped that this article will 
lead some at least to a more intelligent use 
ofthe Library. There is a system, and much 
time will be saved by mastering it as soon as 
possible. The facilities of the Library are 
not all that could be desired; and we labor 
under some disadvantages, especially in the 
matter of room. We need not, however, 
desuise the means at hand. They may be 
made of even more use than they are, and 
that certainly is the desire of the Library 
Staff. 

Ltta M. Wright. 
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